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A 22 de Abril de 1500 o aarmada de
Pedro Alvares Cabral avistava terrva a
Oesite do Allantico. Ndo se sabia se eva

uma ilhba on um continente. £ porque
bhavia pressa de chegar & India
mandow-se noticia do achamenio a Lisboa e
prosseguiu-se o caminbo. Ouitras armadas Id foram,
oulras expedictes por terra depois se embrenbavram
pelos serides. Foram-se fixando populacies
poringnesas. E comecon o delinear-se o imenso
tervritorio gque € boje o Brasil. Paw-brasil porgue eva
cor de brasa o pau da tintuvraria que logo por Ia se
encontrou. £ onde depois se desenvolven a
cana-de-agiicar, ¢ labaco, o algoddo, bem mais tavrde o
café, o cacan, o borvacha ... A terva dava tudo, logo se
disse, e os séculos confirmaram. E, sobretudo, nele se
Jfoi erguendo uma peculiar formacao social, bem
distinia das gque da parie espanbola da América do
Sul se estavam a criar.

PORTUG

AL BRASIL 1500 2000

It was on 22 April 1500 that Pedro Alvares
Cabrals fleet sighted land on the west of
the Atlantic. With no idea as to whetber it
was an island or a continent and given
their baste to reach India, the news of
their discovery was sent back to Lisbon while they went on
tbeir way. Other fleets followed and landed, and overland
expeditions pushed into the interior wilderness. Gradually,
Portuguese settlements sprang up and the territory that is
now Brazil was slowly defined. It was called Brazil after the
rich ember (brasa in Porituguese) red colour of one type of
wood, called brazil-wood, found there and used to dye
clothes. Other crops such as sugarcane, tobacco and cotion
Jollowed, while later additions included coffee, cocoa and
rubber. From the very start, il was said that the land gave
the settlers everything they needed, a prediction that time
would confirm. This land gave rise to an individual form of
social structure that was very different from the one
established in the Spanish-ruled part of Latin America.
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